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22nd Annual Sonoma Salute to the Arts 

A SALUTE TO THE ART OF FOOD AND WINE

Sonoma Valley, CA ~ Sonoma Salute to the Arts, Northern California's ultra-premium showcase of the culinary, winemaking, visual, performing, and literary arts, will celebrate its 22nd anniversary the weekend of August 3, 4 and 5.

The Salute Celebration, the festival’s opening night gala, will be held on Friday evening, August 3, from 6 to 10:30 pm.   The Salute to the Arts Food, Wine, and Art Extravaganza will be held in historic Sonoma Plaza on Saturday and Sunday, August 4 and 5, with food and wine from 11 am to

5 pm; music and art from 10 am to 6 pm.  Big Night - The Salute to the Arts Live Auction and Italian Feast will be held on Saturday evening, August 4 at Jacuzzi Family Vineyards.  A silent auction with lavish cuisine accompanied by Italian music will begin at 6 pm in the winery’s courtyard.  Dessert will be served in the beautiful cathedral room as the live auction begins at approximately 8:00 pm. 

Salute Celebration – Sonoma’s Secret Spaces
Sonoma Salute to the Arts annually honors Sonoma County’s agricultural and cultural bounty. Its opening night gala is artistically themed with costuming and music each year.  This year’s tribute to The Art of Food and Wine promises extraordinary surprises in Sonoma’s Secret Spaces ~ courtyards tucked into spaces around Sonoma Plaza.  Each mini gala will offer guests bountiful explosions of culinary, winemaking and musical delight, which celebrate food and wine masterpieces as depicted in film, literature, and the visual arts.

Don fanciful attire and gather in historic Sonoma Plaza at 6 pm for a sparkling wine reception and unveiling of the Festival’s juried Visual Art Competition Exhibit and Silent Auction.  (The auction closes at 8:30 pm for the evening, and will be open for bidding throughout the weekend’s daytime festivities, closing at 4 pm on Sunday afternoon).

Pick up your passport to Sonoma’s Secret Spaces, opening at 7 pm.  Indulge in sumptuous surprises: tasty hors d’oeuvres, luscious wines, glamorous décor, stunning costuming, music, dancing ~ and more!  Don’t forget to get your passport stamped in each Secret Space to enter a drawing at evening’s end.  

Sonoma Salute to the Arts Food, Wine and Art Extravaganza
On Saturday and Sunday, taste regional cuisine as chefs present favorite dishes, enjoy live cooking demonstrations presented by Viking Range Corporation, and sip Sonoma County wines and local craft brews. 

Browse through exhibits of fine art presented by wine country artists, including Sonoma Valley Arts Alliance board members Thomas Patrick (Red Wolf Gallery) and Claudia Wagar (Vine Art Studio), this year’s poster artist.

Stop by the Sonoma Valley Arts Alliance booth to add your own brush strokes to the art-for-all-ages mural created annually during the event.  Take a seat beneath century-old trees to enjoy music from jazz and blues, to world rhythms.  Stop by the Readers Books booth to meet local authors who’ve gathered to sign books. 

Big Night ~ Sonoma Salute to the Arts Live Auction and Italian Feast

Raise your paddle high at Big Night, the 10th annual Sonoma Salute to the Arts Live Auction on Saturday evening, August 4, at Jacuzzi Family Vineyards. Enjoy Italian music as you dine on an Italian feast to be presented by Elaine Bell Catering, taste an ample array of wines, and peruse silent auction lots. Indulge in desserts during the live auction in the winery’s beautiful, soaring cathedral room, where your table will be reserved. Long time supporters, Don Sanchez and Cheryl Jennings of ABC 7 will host.  The dynamic Greg Quiroga of Reynolds and Buckley will preside as auctioneer. The auction line-up includes exciting excursions such as trips to Paris and Venice, winemaker dinners, award-winning wines, artist-painted large format bottles of wine, and more!
The 18,000 square foot Jacuzzi Family Vineyards, a rustic stone structure inspired by the Jacuzzi family home in Udine, Italy, overlooks Carneros vineyards.  Owners Fred and Nancy Cline have dedicated years to the winery’s design and construction. An abundance of handcrafted details make it one of the most outstanding winery complexes in Northern California. 
Primary sponsors of the 22nd annual Sonoma Salute to the Arts are the Sonoma Valley Arts Alliance, ABC7, American Airlines, KGO Newstalk AM810, WineCountry.com, Viking Range / Gene Schick Company, AT&T, BMW of North America, Solano Magazine, and Wine Country This Week. Additional sponsors include Buena Vista Winery, Deerfield Ranch Winery, Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa, Jacuzzi Family Vineyards, MacArthur Place, and Saddles.

Sonoma Salute to the Arts is guided by the Sonoma Valley Arts Alliance, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  Net proceeds enable the Arts Alliance to fund scholarships for high school seniors in the visual, theatrical, musical, literary, and culinary arts, and provide funding for approximately thirteen to twenty Sonoma Valley arts, cultural, and arts educational non-profit organizations.  Proceeds enhance and enrich local endeavors from theatre and opera, to public school music programs and children's art classes throughout the year.  The Arts Alliance has contributed more than $600,000 to Sonoma arts and cultural organizations and programs through Salute to the Arts proceeds since its inception.

Tickets for the Salute Celebration are $95 per person in advance, $125 at the door; Tasting Packages for the Plaza events are $30 in advance, $35 at the event; and a Patron’s Pass, which combines both The Salute Celebration and a Tasting Package for Plaza events, is $125 in advance.  

Big Night ~ The Salute to the Arts Live Auction and Feast is $150 in advance; a complete package, which includes the Patron’s Pass and Big Night, is $250 in advance (a saving of $25 per person). A Benefactor’s Package is $900 in advance (a savings of $50 per person).  Benefactors may opt to purchase four complete packages, eight Patron’s Passes, or six Big Night tickets and four Tasting Packages.
For information and tickets, call Summers-McCann Public Relations, the event’s founder and producer, at 707.938.1133, or visit the Sonoma Salute to the Arts website at salutetothearts.com.  
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